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Directions: Read a book which meets one of the challenges below. There are only two requirements: 1.) the book must be high school reading level or above 2.) the book must be one you have not read previously.

Assignment: After you read the book, write a two- to three-page response to the book. In this response, you should first identify which reading challenge the book met.  Be sure to mention the author and title. In this response, you need to have four sections:

Section 1.) summarize the plot
Section 2.) analyze the main characters
Section 3.) explain the main theme(s)
Section 4.) offer a personal response to the book.

Each section should be approximately ½ page in length. (So, if you have four sections, and each is ½ page, then the total length will be two pages.) 

So, to be clear--you will submit a two- to three-page response consisting of the four sections detailed above.

DO NOT consult outside sources for the essay. I want your response. There will be a time for research, but in this case, I want your thoughts only.

The essay should be typed in MLA format: 12-pt Times New Roman font, double spaced, correct heading and header. 

Type the essay in Google Drive in your English IV folder. On the first day of class, we will submit the essay to turnitin.com together.

Here is the list of reading challenges! I hope you enjoy selecting and reading your summer book.
1. Read a classic. Teachers and parents have been bugging you to do this for years.  Now’s your chance to pick one up.  These books have carved out niches in literary movements, fostered societal change, caused individuals to reflect on their behaviors, and been deemed timeless to generation after generation.  Find out why Shakespeare, the Brontes, Hemingway, Wharton, and so many others are still on the bookshelves.
2. Read something on the “banned books” list. See if you agree that these forbidden gems contain content that is “just too much” for your schoolchild mind. 
3. Read a play. There are tons of amazing playwrights out there, and reading a play is a completely unique experience.  Here is a top ten list from Goodreads.  My personal favorite is Death of a Salesman.
4. Read the first book in a series. These reading experiences allow you to live in the author’s world for an extended period time. They introduce you to a variety of conflicts and plot elements and can be EPIC!  
5. Email a current or previous teacher and ask them for a book recommendation and read it. (This does not have to be an English teacher!)
6. Read a book with a family member. Ask your grandma, uncle, mom, niece, cousin, sister--whoever you’re related to--what they want to read and then explore it with them.
7. Read a book from a “Best Of” list.  There are tons: New York Times Bestsellers, Best YA Literature of 2015 according to GoodReads, Best YA Literature according to Rolling Stone,  Best Books of 2015 according to NPR, Best Summer Books by Publisher’s Weekly, etc.
8. Read a book that takes place in another country or continent.  
9. Read a book that is by or about someone from an indigenous culture (Native Americans, Aboriginals, etc.).  Sherman Alexie and Isabelle Allende are great authors to start with.
10. Having a "book snob" moment? Challenge yourself to a National Book Award, Man Booker Prize,  Pen Faulkner or Pulitzer Prize winner from the last decade.
11. Read a book that was published the year you were born.  Books from when I was born are now considered antiques….
12. Read a book with more than 500 pages. War and Peace anyone?
13. Read a book with a single word as a title. Divergent, Dune, and Obasan certainly qualify.
14. Read a book with a number in its title.  Get your dystopia on with 1984, engage your inner Dickens with A Tale of Two Cities, travel across the globe with A Thousand Splendid Suns, compare Kubrick's A Clockwork Orange to Lessing’s The Fifth Child, get caught up in the suspense of Nineteen Minutes, or spend Seven Years in Tibet. 
15. Read a book set in Oklahoma or by an author from Oklahoma. (Coach Hepner has written a book--you could read this one!)
16. Read a book from the Advanced Placement English Literature & Composition Exam list. http://mseffie.com/AP/APtitles.html (On the AP English exam for senior English, the third essay question on the test requires you to choose the novel or play you analyze. On the prompt, the test makers provide suggestions for books which apply to the essay question.)
Create your own reading challenge… Did I miss something? Email me another “challenge” that you want to meet, and I can confirm that it meets the requirements of the assignment.
